THUIU KOZffl (NICHULAPURI URAIYUR)
Thiru Kozhi which is within the municipal limits of Tiruchy
town is one of the Chola Nadu divya desams. Thirukozhi is
otherwise known as Uraiyur as also NichulapuitThe moolavar
is known as Manavala Perumal. He is seen in a standing posture
with the prayoga chakram in His hand. He is facing north.
There is no separate sannidhi for the Thayar. She is seen by
the side of the mookvar. She is known as Kamalavalli Nachiyar
as also Urayur Valli and Vasa Lakshmi. She is seen in a sitting
posture. She is also facing north.The moolavar and the Thayar
are in their wedding finery and dress. The theertham is known
as Kalyana theertham as also Suiya pushkarini. The vimanam
is known as Kalyana vimanam. God appeared to Dharmavarma
the Chola King.
The story is that Sri Ranganatha came all the way from
Srirangam to many Vasa Lakshmi of Nichulapri, the daughter
of the Chola King Dharmavarma. This place is also famous as the
birth place of Tiruppan Ahvar who wrote Amalan Adipiran.There
is a separate sannidhi for Tiruppan Alwar here. In the month
of Panguni, on a day prior to Uthiram, the utsavamurthi of Sri
Ranganatha comes all the way from Srirangam temple to Uraiyur
and the kalyana utsavam with Vasa Lakshmi is celebrated at
Uraiyur. Thus annually re-enacting the divine wedding which
took place long ago.
Once upon a time, in the Indrasabai, a number of rishis
were assembled. They were discussing as to who among the
Trinity is the greatest Some said that Brahma, the four faced
God is supreme; others held that Sankara is the most powerful
God. Yet others held that Achyuta is the greatest of all. Thus,
the knowledgeable as well as the respected sages felt confused
as they could not come to a conclusion for the tricky problem.
At that time, Trikala gnani Brighu Maharishi came there. The
rishis decided that this tricky issue shall be entrusted to Brighu
Maharishi for finding a solution. He agreed. HewenttoKailasa
first He was told by the Dwara Palakas that Lord Siva and
Parvati were alone and were not to be disturbed. This infuriated
the rishi. The Dwara Palakas prevented the rishi from entering